
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whole School Talk for Writing Overview 2022-2023 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           
Nursery 
Cycle A 

Autumn  Spring  Summer  

 

 
Non-fiction – instructions for Gruffalo crumble 

 
 
 
 
 

Story map 
Oracy – retell with actions 

 

 
Oracy – retell (rhyming words focus) 

 
Story map 

Oracy – retell with actions 

 
Oracy – sentence structure and vocabulary 

 
Oracy – sentence structure and vocabulary 



 

 

 

Reception 

          

 
Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 

Fiction 

 
Oracy – sentence structure, vocabulary 

and imagination 
 

Fiction 

 
Oracy – rhyming words 

 
Writing – character descriptions and 

sentence structure 

Fiction 

 
Writing – retell (Fairytale focus) 

Non-
Fiction 

Lists – occupations  
Diagrams – human body 

Non-
Fiction 

Labels -  minibeast structure  Non-
Fiction 

Instructions – porridge  

Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2 

Fiction 

 
Oracy – feelings vocabulary  

Writing – using a word bank (colour 
words) 

Fiction 

 
Writing – retell  

Fiction 

 
Writing – retell (Fairytale focus) 

Non-
Fiction 

Letters - Christmas Non-
Fiction 

Cards – Easter  Non-
Fiction 

Invitation – parent assembly  



 

Year 1 

            
 

Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 

Short 
burst 

Poetry – space list poem 
 

Short 
burst 

Captions – The Little Red Hen (speech) Short 
burst 

Labels – oceans  

Fiction 

 
Plot – journey story 

Writing - retell  

Fiction 

 
 

Plot – character change  
Writing – letters  

Fiction 

 
Plot – journey story  

Writing – setting description 

Non-
Fiction 

Instructions – Earth biscuits (DT) Non-
Fiction 

Instructions – bread making  
 

Non-
Fiction 

Information text – blue whales  

Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2 

Short 
burst 

Poetry – space acrostic poem Short 
burst 

Character descriptions Short 
burst 

Poetry – shape poem 

Fiction 

 
Plot – journey story 

Writing – retell with alternative ending  

Fiction 

 
Plot – overcoming the monster 

Writing – innovated five part story 

Fiction  

 
Focus – repetition for description 

Phonics Screening Check 

Non-
Fiction 

Letters – Christmas  Non-
Fiction 

Information text - butterflies Non-
Fiction 

Information text – Victorian seasides 
(History) 

Recount – Seaside WOW day 
 



 

Year 2                   

Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 

Short 
burst 

Poetry – Autumn poem  Short 
burst 

Poetry – snowmen/winter 
 

Short 
burst 

Life cycle of a sunflower (Science) 

Fiction 

 
Plot – journey story 

Writing – innovated retell 
 

Fiction  
 
 
 

 
 

Plot – imaginative story 
Writing – innovated story 

 

Fiction Reading spine stories 
A book a day  

 

 
Non-

Fiction 
Instructions – hot chocolate  Non-

Fiction 
Safer Internet Day  

 
Non-

Fiction 
Information text – gorillas  

Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2 

Short 
burst 

Setting description – The Great Fire of 
London 

 

Short 
burst 

World Book Day  Short 
burst 

Recount – Woburn trip  

Fiction 

 
Plot – wishing story 

Writing – alternative ending  

Fiction 

 
Plot – character change 

Writing – Innovated five part story 

Fiction 

 
Plot – wishing story  

Writing – innovated wishing story 

Non-
Fiction 

Diary Entry – Samuel Pepys GFoL 
(History) 

Non-
Fiction 

Information text – emperor penguins Non-
Fiction 

Persuasive advert to visit Woburn Safari  



 

Year 3 

        
Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 

Short 
burst 

Poetry – sun poems Short 
burst 

Setting descriptions Short 
burst 

Poetry - senses 

Fiction  

 
Plot – repetitive stories 

Writing – innovated repetitive story 

 

Fiction  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plot – overcoming the monster 
Writing – innovated overcoming the 

monster story (setting description focus) 

Fiction  
 
 
 
 
 

Plot – portal 
Writing – diary entry 

Non-
Fiction 

Recount – journey  Non-
Fiction 

Biography – Greek Gods Non-
Fiction 

Letter to King Charles ||| (coronation)   

Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2 

Short 
burst 

Religious festivals/celebrations Short 
burst 

World Book Day Short 
burst 

Poetry – The Sound Collector 

Fiction 

 
Plot – repetitive stories 

Writing – innovated repetitive story 

 

Fiction  

 
 

Plot – traditional tale (sequel) 
Writing – sequel to a traditional tale 

(Goldilocks and the Three Bears) 

Fiction  

 
 

Plot – character change 
Writing – character description 

Non-
Fiction 

Information text - rainforests Non-
Fiction 

Biography – Greek Gods 
  

Non-
Fiction 

Newspaper report – Flag Fen 



Year 4 

     
Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 

Short 
burst 

Poetry – The Magic Box 
 

Short 
burst 

Poetry - volcano Short 
burst 

5 sentence stories  

Fiction 

 
Plot – defeat the monster? 

Writing – alternative traditional tale  

Fiction  
 
 
 

The Library  
Writing – setting description 

Fiction 

 
The Manor House 

Plot – defeat the monster 
Writing – innovated defeat the monster 

story  

Non-
Fiction 

Newspaper report – traditional tales 
(Jack and The Beanstalk) 

Non-
Fiction 

Diary entry – escape from pompeii 
 

Non-
Fiction 

Recount – The King’s coronation 

Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2 

Short 
burst 

Poetry –Anti-Bullying  Short 
burst 

World Book Day Short 
burst 

 Trip thank you letter  

Fiction 

 
Plot – character change 

Writing – character description 

Fiction  

 
Plot – journey story 

Writing – imaginative journey story 

Fiction Poetry – City of Silences 

Non-
Fiction 

Instructions – The Beast and Bethany  Non-
Fiction 

 
Writing – persuasive letters 

Non-
Fiction 

Information text - Dragonologists  
Create ‘The Ultimate Anlgo-Saxon Guide 

to Beasts’ 
 



Year 5 

        
Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 

Short 
burst 

Poetry – limericks  Short 
burst 

Poetry - seasons Short 
burst 

Royal family – King Charles 

Fiction 

 
Writing - review 

Fiction 

 
Plot – wishing/quest story 

Writing – innovated quest story 

Fiction 

 
Plot – character change 

Writing – characater description 

Non-
Fiction 

 
Plot – realistic fiction 
Writing – diary entry  

Non-
Fiction 

Persuasive writing – Meadowside Non-
Fiction 

Newspaper article 

Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2 

Short 
burst 

Poetry – The Magic Dust Short 
burst 

World Book Day Short 
burst 

Trip recount 

Fiction 

 
Plot – journey  

Writing – setting description  

Fiction 

 
Plot – character change 

Writing – balanced argument 

Fiction 

 
Shakespeare 

Non-
Fiction 

Recount – third person (Christmas) Non-
Fiction 

Non-chronological report - Viking 
Longships 

Non-
Fiction 

Discussion text 



Year 6 

         
Autumn 1 Spring 1 Summer 1 

Short 
burst 

Poetry – moon (list poem) Short 
burst 

Poetry – war poems Short 
burst 

Picture stimulus – description 

Fiction 

 
Suspense Narrative (based on The 

Manor House) 
Plot – defeat the monster 

Writing – innovated suspense narrative 

Fiction 

 
The Caravan 

Plot – warning 
Writing – The Blitz 

Fiction 

 
Class novel 

SATs 

Non-
Fiction 

Information text - Goblins Non-
Fiction 

Letter - evacuee to family member Non-
Fiction 

King Charle’s coronation letter 

Autumn 2 Spring 2 Summer 2 

Short 
burst 

Poetry – Anti-Bullying Short 
burst 

World Book Day Short 
burst 

Trip recount 

Fiction 

 
Plot – character change 

Writing - character description 

Fiction 

 
Plot – realistic fiction 
Writing – diary entry  

Fiction  

 
Ancient Egypt 
Plot – portal 

Writing – innovated portal story 

Non-
Fiction 

Balanced discussion Non-
Fiction 

Blog (computing link) – own chosen topic Non-
Fiction 

Mockumentary - Great Pacific Garbage 
Patch 

 
 


